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AN     ENDEAVOR   TO    MANIPULATE    THE SPIRIT

There is a trend among some Pentecostals to endeavor to manipulate the Spirit. It is the will of God that we have full knowledge concerning matters which pertain to the Spirit. The Apostle Paul instructed the Corinthians: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you ignorant” (1 Corinthians 12:1). The apostle is saying literally: Concerning things of or pertaining to the Spirit, I want you to have an understanding. Those who would endeavor to use the Spirit, or the spiritual gifts, do no understand that power belongs unto God and that they are only the channels through whom God works. Man does not use the Spirit, but the Spirit in His sovereignty uses men as He wills. We yield ourselves to Him, and He words through us.
 One person, in relating his experience, said, “The gift of tongues is mine. I can speak in tongues at any time. I am in control of the gift and I am its steward, so to speak….It is a tongue which is mine just like my command of the English language.” I am not questioning the sincerity of this person, but I stress again that we must go to the Word as our guide for all experiences. The Word of God says: “But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” (1 Corinthians 12:11). The Spirit does not operate at the behest of the individual, but He works through the individual as He wills.

 A person cannot turn speaking in tongues on and off like a faucet; he must speak as the Spirit gives utterance. There are those who will tell you quite frankly that speaking with tongues to them is a psychological release, or a catharsis, and that each morning they speak for personal refreshing. But there is no biblical premise for this type of human control of speaking with tongues. Tongues are a purposeful gift and are not given to be manipulated according to the fancies of men, nor to satisfy the curiosity of men. Tongues come not from man, but from God. Man is merely the vehicle for the transmission of the divine message.
 In recent years there has been a great flair for the spectacular in religious circles, and there is danger of pursuing spiritual gifts for the glory of man or for display. Any religious exercise which focuses the attention upon man and does not draw attention to Jesus Christ is not in harmony with the Scriptures. The Holy Spirit seeks to draw attention to Jesus. He glorifies Christ and points people to Him.

 Because the gifts of the Spirit are so precious and intriguing, people are attracted to them as was Simon, the sorcerer. Simon wanted this power so that he might use it for his own personal gain. But God has reserved His gifts for the confirmation of His Word and to meet the needs and emergencies of humanity. At all times the Holy Spirit’s operation must be according to His pattern-the Word.
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